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You Must Go to War to Find Peace
The simplest description of a Christian is one who is an
imitator of God. This transformation of the spirit of a Christian
into “the image of His Son” is God’s eternal plan for every
man that comes to Him (Rom. 8:29-30). When we honestly
look at the nature of man and then that of God, we must
marvel at the great power that God has used to bring about
that transformation.
Just as a blacksmith hammers out the lump of metal into a
useful instrument, our God uses the fires of conflict, guided by
His written word and providential care to mold us into His
image (James 1:2-4; Rom. 5:3-5). Without this process there
can be no change.
God Demands that We Know His Character
Jesus plainly showed His followers that all motives and
actions on our part must be based on our understanding of how
God Himself thinks and acts. How do we deal with an enemy,
an angry, bitter man who has hurt us? “But I say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those
who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven;
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:43-45).
God Proclaims That He is a God of Peace
We should listen carefully when God describes Himself. Paul
twice used peace to describe the Father’s basic character to the
Romans. “Now the God of peace be with you all” (Rom.
15:33). “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your
feet shortly” (Rom. 16:20). Paul wrote other churches
describing the blessing of having “the God of peace” be “with
you” (1 Cor. 13:11; Phil. 4:9). Later in the New Testament
the power of “the God of peace” is displayed by showing His
ability to “sanctify you completely; and may your whole spirit,
soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23).
What is Peace?
Bible lexicons define the Greek word translated as “peace” as
meaning: 1) a state of national tranquility 1a) exemption from
the rage and havoc of war 2) peace between individuals, i.e.
harmony, concord 3) security, safety, prosperity, felicity,
(because peace and harmony make and keep things safe and
prosperous) - Thayer’s Lexicon. Peace is an absence of
conflict, whether it is between warring parties or between the
warring thoughts and purposes in our hearts. God has the
power to bring real peace!
(Continued on Page 2)
Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the
world gives do I give to you. Do not let your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful.
John 14:27

The Patient Peacemaker
When Jesus preached the Sermon on the Mount, Bible readers
would later understand why this was the same man who knew
the hearts of men implicitly. The sermon was practically a
message Jesus sent to the Jews of that time saying, “Hey, I
know who you are and here’s how I’m going to help you out if
you really want it.”
The same message applies today. Ever read a self-help book
to figure out what your problem(s) might be? Matthew 5 – 7
represents the ultimate authority in self-improvement. It was
no coincidence Jesus started this paramount sermon with the
Beatitudes, blessings upon those who could conform
themselves with seven righteous behaviors, of which
peacemaking was number six.
What does it take to maintain the peace? Many characteristics
quantify a peacemaker, not the least of which is patience.
Christ brought division with the new plan of salvation for
those who believe, yet He praised those who kept unity within
the Church. With this irony, He wanted His followers to
understand how much patience it takes to keep the peace
among the brethren while the Gospel creates division between
believers and those who are either coming to an understanding
of scripture or simply don’t care about the message at all.
The presence of unity within the Church binds Christians
together, no matter what the individual belief system outside
the parameters essential for salvation. Patience is a leadership
quality that often requires much effort to attain. Paul’s
qualifications for the eldership sent to Timothy
overwhelmingly indicate that to lead the flock of God, one
must be temperate, self-controlled, and not given to violence,
just to name a few. All these attributes require patience to
keep Christians unified. Unity requires peacemaking many
times. Truly those who are the peacemakers are called the
sons of God.
James Edmison
Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all
comprehension, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:6 – 7
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You Must Go to War to Find Peace
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What kind of Peace is at the Foundation of God’s
Character?
When Jesus was born into the world, the angels declared His
mission to bring “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men! (Luke 2:14)” How could Jesus
bring peace between sinful men and a holy God? This peace
would only come as a result of a bitter war that resulted in the
shedding of Jesus’ blood on the cross and the resulting
crushing of Satan (Heb. 2:14-15; Rom. 16:20). Sinful men
needed a savior, one that could provide a perfect sacrifice for
sin and provide the great power to mold men into a life of
repentance and change (Heb. 4:12-13, Phil. 4:9).
Please understand that peace with God must be placed above
any other kind of peace. I must not let the threats of men or
even the desire for peace with men cause me to lose peace
with God. Satan has always used social relationships to entice
the Christian to find “peace” with the world. “If the world
hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If
you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).
God Expects Us to Find Peace between Christians
Jesus came to set us with war with some and with peace with
some. “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did
not come to bring peace but a sword. For I have come to ‘set a
man against his father, a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; and ‘a man’s
enemies will be those of his own household” (Matt. 10:3436). When it comes to a relationship with Christians, those
who have found peace with God, then God demands that we
remove all obstacles that would create conflict among His
people (2 Cor. 13:11, James 4:13-18).
Our War for Peace
The battle for peace begins in the heart. We must have a heart
that has been crushed and then healed by God in our
conversion. Only then can we become “peacemakers” (Matt.
5:3-9). Those Christians who are not of this tender, penitent
heart cannot be a part of God’s peace. On the contrary, they
will attack God’s way of peace and be responsible for an
ongoing turmoil against those who seek to serve the Lord
(James 4:1-6). Even among the churches of God, there must
come a separation between those who repent and seek God
and those whom Paul described as making their “god ... their
belly, and whose glory is in their shame — who set their mind
on earthly things (Phil. 3:18-19, 1 Cor. 11:19). Are you
teachable? If not, then you need to go to war with your own
heart to find the repentance that will allow Jesus to be in
control. (Rev. 3:20).
Peace in Local Churches
As God’s peacemaker, I must go to war to maintain the right
relationships in a local flock. Because we are people, we will
constantly be tempted to fight, look down on and discard our
brethren. When I become like God, then I will put the needs of
others above my own (Phil. 2:3-4). I will also have a genuine
love for every soul “for whom Christ died” (Rom. 14:15). I
will know that the only path to peace will come from that
which is pure, that is, God’s word received into a pure heart (2

Tim. 2:22, James 1:21). Teaching will be at the heart of all
who find peace.
Local churches must have brave leaders that will confront and
defeat those problems that disrupt peace. When anger and
bitterness exist between Christians, then it is urgent that brave
men confront this with God’s solution (Matt. 5:23-24; 18:1518, 35). When false teaching arises men must be quick to
confront it and challenge it (Titus 1:10-11). If these and other
problems are ignored, rest assured they will not “go away.”
How many churches have been turned into a sea of turmoil
because of bitterness between two people was allowed to
linger and spread? “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness,
without which no one will see the Lord: looking carefully lest
anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many
become defiled” (Heb. 12:14-15)
We have a great need today for brave men who will go to war
for peace! Rather than seeking a compromise of God’s plan of
salvation for peace with the denominations, we must fight for
God’s peace. Rather than sitting on our hands while watching
a local church descend into worldliness, bitterness and pride,
we must fight for God’s peace. If you have found that blessed
peace that brings brethren together with God and with one
another, then you must fight to keep it!
“May the God of peace be with you.”
Larry Rouse

It Is Well with My Soul
Horatio G. Spafford was a successful businessman in Chicago
in the late 1860s, heavily invested in real estate along the
shores of Lake Michigan. The disastrous Chicago fire of 1871
wiped out his holdings. He immediately worked to rebuild the
city and assist the many that were left homeless.
In 1873 he arranged to take his family to Europe. He was close
to D.L. Moody and Ira Sankey and planned to attend their
evangelistic meetings in England and then take a vacation. At
the last minute, urgent business kept him home, but he sent his
wife and four daughters ahead on the S.S. Ville du Havre,
planning to follow soon.
The night of November 22, 1873, the Ville du Havre, was
struck by an English iron sailing vessel, the Lochearn. The
ship sank in 12 minutes. Of the 273 people on board, only 47
of them survived. Mrs. Spafford was found nearly
unconscious, clinging to a piece of the wreckage. Their four
daughters did not survive. When she reached Cardiff, Wales,
she cabled home, "Saved alone, what shall I do?"
Grief-stricken, Horatio immediately started to Europe to join
his wife. En route, the captain pointed out the place where he
believed the Ville du Havre had gone down. Returning to his
cabin, he wrote, "It is well; the will of God be done." He later
wrote the hymn "It Is Well with My Soul", based on these
words.
Although Spafford in his hymn tells of the comfort that God
gives, no matter the circumstance, he does not dwell on
tragedy. In the third stanza he directs our attention on Christ’s
redemptive work on the cross, and in stanza four, anticipates
His Second Coming. As we through faith understand these
things, we too can say, "It is well with my soul."
Selected

