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A Return Visit To Aruba 
I have just finished my 10th preaching trip to work with 

the Tamarijn Church of Christ on the Dutch island of 

Aruba. Many people only know of Aruba as a tourist 

island, but I hope this report will help you understand the 

small work for the Lord on this small island.  

Practically all Arubans are fluent in four languages: 

English, Dutch, Spanish and Papiamentu, a melodic 

language derived from a blending of Dutch, Spanish, 

Portuguese, African, English and French. It is spoken by 

locals at home and with friends. Papiamento has been the 

island’s official language since 2003. Arubans, known 

for their hospitality and their friendly, outgoing nature, 

treat visitors as important guests and extend a sincere 

bon bini (“welcome”). I feel that their warmness can be 

traced to a line from the country’s national anthem: “The 

greatness of our people is their great cordiality.”  

The estimated population of Aruba for 2020 is 106,766. 

The modern Aruban is generally of mixed ancestry from 

the Latin American Indian, African-Caribbean and 

European cultures. Today, the island claims over ninety 

different nationalities all living and working together 

peacefully. The currency is known as the Aruba florin. It 

is divided into 100 cents. One U.S. dollar is equal to 

about 1.80 Aruba florin. The U.S. dollar is widely 

accepted at most restaurants and shops. There is no sales 

tax on purchases, though a 6% government tax and 15-

18% service charge are added to most hotel and 

restaurant bills.  

The island is only 19.6 miles long and 6 miles wide and 

most of it can be toured by car. Aruba has good roads, 

though many are unmarked. Although some of the maps 

show street names and highway numbers, once you leave 

the downtown area in Oranjestad road signs and street 

markers are few and far between. If you venture into the 

countryside, the roads are not likely to be paved. The 

divi-divi trees always point southwest, away from the 

trade winds, so if a tourist gets lost it is important to 

remember that these trees blow in the direction of the 

resorts. The island is unusual in that it does not have a 

lake or river anywhere on the island. All bodies of water 

are salt water. The locals also like to brag that the island 

has only one traffic light.  
 

"One Happy Island" 
The above caption is 

the phrase that is on the 

license plate and one 

visit to the island shows 

why the people love to 

refer to their island with 

this description. Since 1961, the locals can buy a six-

month license plate that is called the base plate and then 

in July plates are revalidated by a metal plate in reversed 

colors from the base plate. It bears the serial (top), the 

letter "A" for private vehicles (center) and the year 

(bottom). Aruba is the smallest and most westerly of the 

“ABC” islands. The interior is a sharp contrast to the 

more tropical, palm-lined southwest coast. 
 

My Hosts 

I enjoyed the kindness and 

hospitality of Samuel and  

Jeanette Kelly for my days on the island. Two of their 

daughters worship with the church, along with Samuel 

having many sisters and their families that worship with 

the church, too. They are a delightful couple to be with. 

Both of them are in poor health, but in spite of poor 

health, they try to devote much time to the Lord’s work. 
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 History of the Church  
The Lord's church in Aruba can be traced back to 1955, 

when three American families moved to Aruba to work 

with the Exxon Corporation. They lived in an area 

known as the “colony,” a self-contained community for 

Exxon employees. For three years, the three American 

families met for worship every 

Sunday. They met in the 

homes of the members. They 

wouldn't think of forsaking the 

assembling, but they had done 

nothing to evangelize the 

island for these three years.  

The church in Aruba is proof that a population more 

than 90% Roman Catholic can be taught the pure gospel 

of Jesus Christ. In 1959, this group of American 

Christians woke up to their need to evangelize the people 

of the island. They invited a preacher from Texas to 

come and work with them in special evangelistic 

meetings. The efforts of this group are an inspiring 

example of what members of the church who are 

employed abroad can do, if they will only try.  

The church at Tamarijn doesn’t have a full-time 

preacher, so three of the men in the congregation take 

turns with the preaching. Roberto Vasquez usually 

preaches on Sunday morning and his lessons are in 

Spanish. Roberto is originally from Dominican Republic 

and had studied with Wayne Partain and Bill Reeves, 

so he was grounded in a strong respect for biblical 

authority 

for all that 

we do. The 

church had 

previously 

only known 

of the 

sponsoring-

church 

arrangement and institutionalism until Roberto moved 

there and then I started going there and teaching on the 

organization for the church and the work of the church. 

Samuel Kelly preaches on Sunday evening in 

Papiamentu and his son-in-law, Mairon Croes, teaches 

the Tuesday night Bible study, also in Papiamentu.  

. 

Special Classes 

I arrived on Tuesday afternoon, so we had our first 

Bible study at their regular Tuesday night class. I taught 
a lesson on “Let’s Spread the Gospel Around the 

World.” I tried to emphasize that true evangelism has to 

take place outside of the building. We have to show them 

our faith, not just tell people about it. 

On Wednesday morning, Sira Kelly, one of the sisters 

in the church called to see if I would be willing to meet 

with three Mormon missionaries at her house. When I 

got to the house, I found three young American ladies, 

who were on their one-

year mission work. They 

had been visiting Sira on 

several occasions and she 

was impressed with how 

kind and sweet they 

were. She knew nothing 

about the Mormon 

doctrine and thought they were just good Bible-loving 

girls. Once we got into the discussion and I started 

asking questions, Sira rapidly got her eyes opened and 

saw the false doctrines of this false cult. As I pressed for 

answers, they told Sira that the Bible was full of errors 

and inaccurate, so Joseph Smith was given the tables of 

gold that he converted into the Book of Mormon. They 

then argued for Joseph Smith being the latter prophet and 

his word was to complete the work of Jesus. When I 

asked about the birth of Jesus, they said he was born in 

Jerusalem. Sira immediately piped in and said, “No, the 

Bible said he was born in Bethlehem.” They claim to 

have 12 modern apostles, so we looked in Acts 1 for the 

qualifications of apostles. They claim to use sliced bread 

and water for the Lord’s supper. The more questions that 

I raised, the easier it was for Sira to see their false 

teachings. They were nice girls, but they ended their time 

with us by saying, “We don’t really care what the Bible 

says. We know what we believe and we’ve been taught 

to say a prayer. If God doesn’t give a revelation, then we 

know we have the truth.”  Sira and I were both saddened 

when we ended our discussion. 

 

Working With Teens 

Each year that I have traveled to Aruba, we try to 

organize a few days of classes for the teens, in hopes of 

keeping them away from the temptations of the carnival 

activities at this time of year.   

I have become good friends with Jeanuar Rafael, the 

grandson of Samuel Kelly. He is a great young man, but 

he feels so alone in his attempt to be a “good” boy. He is 

the only young person in the church. All of his friends 

are from school or the soccer team. He worked hard to 

invite several of his friends to attend the classes. The 

teens brought their pillow and blanket from home and we 

all slept on the floor in the classrooms. I always consider 

it a great pleasure to work with these teens. Between the 

Saturday afternoon and evening classes, we took a little 
time to go to the ocean and play a few outdoor games.  

Our lessons for the teens were designed to help in 

several issues in life. Here’s some of our material: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100014876672751&ref=br_rs
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• We looked at Genesis 1 and studied the days of 

creation. I emphasized that on days 3, 5 and 6, when 

God created vegetation, birds, fish, and land 

animals, he always said, “Everything reproduced 

after its kind.” I had an orange on the table and 

removed three seeds and asked, ‘If I take these back 

to America and plant them in my yard and 

eventually a tree grows, when I remove the fruit will 

it be an apple?” They unanimously yelled, “No, it 

will be an orange.” When I asked, “Why?” they 

replied that it was because I planted an orange seed. 

I then emphasized that they gave me God’s answer: 

everything will reproduce after its kind. A pregnant 

elephant will not give birth to a baby giraffe, a 

pregnant dog will not have kittens, a pregnant 

monkey will not havc a human baby, and a pregnant 

human will not have a baby monkey. I think they 

saw the refutation of evolution. 

• We then looked at many moral topics, including 

drugs, alcohol, pre-marital sex, immodesty, and the 

kinds of movies we watch and the music that we 

listen to. I also had a discussion on our language, 

since I had earlier heard two of the girls using God’s 

name in vain every time they got excited. 

• In one of the lessons, I asked, “Is it ever right to do 

wrong?”  I emphasized that we were supposed to 

obey the laws of the land, but there might be 

sometimes that we have to stand up for God and go 

against the orders of the law. We then turned to 

Daniel and read about the three Israelite teens who 

refused to bow down to the king’s idol. 

• And things got really exciting when I asked them 

“Did man and dinosaurs live and walk together?” 

They replied, “No, dinosaurs lived millions of years 

before man.” I then argued that all animals were 

made on the sixth day. We looked at verses in the 

book of Job that may be describing two dinosaurs. I 

then showed photographs from various museums 

around the world, showing that man & dinosaur did 

live together. They seemed to enjoy the study. 

 

Sermons For The Church 

Our attendance for the Sunday morning, Sunday 

evening, and weeknight evening classes averaged 36. I 

tried to deliver a variety of lesson based on questions 

some of them had:  
Sunday AM: “Take Off the Weights and Run the Race” 

– The emphasis in this lesson is that running the race as a 

Christian is not a sprint, but a marathon. We must have 

patience in our run, getting rid of the sins that would 
slow us down and then keep on keeping on. 

Sunday PM: “What Should the Church Do With Its 

Collected Funds?” – This lesson first introduced how the 

church raises funds, through freewill offerings of the 

members and not through bake sales, coffee shops, thrift 

stores, or any other activity. We then moved into the 

question of, “Now that the church has money in the 

treasury, what are God’s plans for the use of this 

money?”  We illustrated many things that man has come 

up with and showed that these are not God’s plan: 

basketball teams, pizza parties, kitchens added to the 

church building, orphan homes, private schools, etc. 

Monday: ”The God of Details” – This lesson looked at 

such things as God’s plan for Noah to build the ark, the 

details on building the tabernacle, plans for transporting 

the Ark of the Covenant, what Jesus told the blind man 

to do, and finally on how to become a Christian.  We 

have to do things God’s way and not man’s way. 

Tuesday: “Can You Know That You Are Saved?” – This 

lesson showed that we should not live in doubt about our 

relationship with God. The Holy Spirit delivered the 66 

books to 40 men, who wrote it down for us to read. We 

can be assured of what the Bible says and then assured as 

to whether or not we are doing what it says. 

Wednesday: “Living for Heaven” – In this lesson, the 

emphasis was on staying focused, putting God number 

one is our lives and be an example to the world.  

 

Baptism 

After the final lesson and 

at the singing of the 

invitation son, Jeanuar 

Rafael stepped forward to say he wanted to become a 

Christian. We heard his confession of faith at the 

building and then went to the sea to baptize him into 

Christ. This was a wonderful ending to the meeting.  

 

Samuel Kelly worked as my interpreter. After each of 

our lessons, we offered a question/answer period. These 

sessions got pretty lively, allowing us to address several 

issues that had been festering sores that had never been 

dealt with. There is potential for division, so we were 

trying to ward that off and continued to emphasize that 

we must have biblical authority. One man argued: “We 

can do anything we want to do with the Sunday 

collection and use the church building for any purpose.” 

When pressed, he even argued that we could move the 

pews and turn it into a skating rink and allow the teens to 

go swimming in the baptistery. He showed his true 

colors and many brethren withstood this error. Let’s pray 

for them as they work through these issues. 

Your Prayers Are Requested 

For My Future Trips 
February 19 – March 3 – Philippines 

March 4 - 12 – Indonesia 
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